Rick Cech

Changing the Way We Appreciate Birds and Butterflies
Rick Cech (pronounced, Check) is an innovative and prolific naturalist who  is having a profound impact on how we view and appreciate the beauty of nature in flight: birds and butterflies. He was instrumental in the creation of the field’s gold standard, Sibley Guide to Birds, as well as the National Audubon Society Interactive CD-ROM Guide to North American Birds.  His recently released book: Butterflies of the East Coast: An Observer’s Guide (with Guy Tudor, Princeton University Press, 2005) has been hailed as a breakthrough in the emerging popularity of butterfly watching.

He is both a gifted writer on naturalist subjects and a first rate photographer. In Butterflies of the East Coast, more than 950 deluxe color photos were shot by Cech. Over 700 photos are of butterflies and caterpillars in their outdoor habitats as well as more than 200 photos of host plants.  He has perfected the fine art of capturing one of nature’s most elusive creatures – not with a net, but with a camera, and always with amazing results.

Lepidopterists  (butterfly enthusiasts) from experts in the field (writers and lecturers) to hikers and gardeners have unanimously praised Butterflies of the East Coast with reviews that often include the words, “stunning,”  “magnificent,” “jaw dropping,” and “indispensable.”  (See accompanying Reader Comments.)

Cech has been researching, writing and lecturing on birds and butterflies for over 20 years. His work stresses the importance of conservation and protection of species and vanishing habitats. He is equally at-home before large or small audiences, in front of TV cameras for field and educational activities, or climbing to the alpine tundra of Mt. Katahdin  in Maine in the pre-dawn hours of a July morning to photograph the Mt. Katahdin Butterfly (Polixenes Artic) which lives only on this mountaintop.

With Bachelor and Masters degrees from Yale University, Cech also holds

a law degree from the University of Connecticut.  His achievements are extensive and include the following highlights:
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Natural History Author

· Butterflies of the East Coast: An Observer’s Guide - Princeton University Press, with Guy Tudor (2005)
· The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior – Principal introductory author (2003)
· National Audubon Society Field Guide to Florida  - Introductory 

     text (1998)

· A Distributional Checklist of Butterflies in New York City -Comprehensive guide to where and when to find butterflies within a 50-mile radius of New York City (1993)

Natural History Consulting      

· Chanticleer Press - Principal Naturalist Consultant (1994-1999)
· National Audubon Society Interactive CD-ROM Guide to North

            
American Birds - Primary consultant including coordination of song  

            
recording feature (1996)

· Butterflies of New Jersey (1994) and Butterflies of California (2006)

      

Consultant for pre-publication review 

Natural History Photography

· Butterflies of the East Coast: An Observer’s Guide- Shot 950
     photos in this breakthrough guide (2005)
· Cover Photos:
National Audubon Society Field Guide to Butterflies (2002)

National Audubon Society Field Guide to Florida (1998)

American Butterflies (Winter, 1995)

Where the Birds Are (1990)

· American Museum of Natural History – The Butterfly Conservancy

          Photos for ongoing live butterfly exhibit (1998-present)

· Butterfly Photography Workshops - NYC Audubon Society; North
          American Butterfly Association Biennial Meetings (1996 & 2000)

· Audubon Regional Guides: California, Florida, Mid-Atlantic,

      Northeast, Rocky Mountains, Pacific Northwest, Southeast, Southwest 

· National Audubon Society First Field Guides: Insects, Trees, Wildflowers - Scholastic, Inc. (1998-1999)
· Wildlife Conservation Society/Bronx Zoo-Butterfly Zone exhibit
